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Downey Side Inc is a not for profit 
501c organization.
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Yes, you can adopt!  Get the facts:

-Adults of all ages can and do adopt.
-Single, married & divorced people can and do adopt.
-People of all income levels adopt.
-People in apartments and public housing adopt.
-People of every race and religion adopt.
-Physically challenged people can and do adopt.

    Who are we?

    What do we do?

    Can you adopt a waiting American Child?

Downey Side offers the prospective parent an array of services 
throughout the adoption process, including:

····  Training
Downey Side leads Exploring Adoption training, a 
seminar that assists  families in their self-assessment, 
and is now required by most states.

····  Certification
All families are certified by Downey Side and 
licensed according to the laws of their state.

····  Support Group
An opportunity to be part of a monthly support group 
during the adoption process and beyond.

····  Financial Subsidies
In most cases, monthly subsidies are available.

····  Respite Care
Temporary care is offered by the agency, if needed.

····  Searches
Families are offered extensive assistance in finding 
waiting children.

····  Social Activities
Families are invited to social gatherings planned by 
local Downey Side  offices. 

····  Newsletters

Please visit our website and various bulletin boards at
www.downeyside.org

for information regarding adoption and future 
Downey Side events.

Downey Side Mission Statement
Downey Side’s philosophy is rooted in the conviction that every 
child has the right to a permanent family.  It is our purpose to work 
in partnership with the government as a licensed adoption agency 
to place America’s waiting children who otherwise would remain 
homeless.  We are dedicated to family life for all children and 
strongly believe that a healthy permanent relationship is the best 
prevention against homelessness.

Downey Side has the additional purpose of leading members of 
each community to become advocates for children in need. 

KF0408

Downey Side aims to prevent homelessness through relationships. 
After preparing families who want to adopt older children, we 
connect them with children waiting in foster care.  Downey Side 
supports families throughout the entire adoption process, starting 
with adoption training.  For providing this comprehensive support, 
we  request a processing /application fee of $2000 for a couple and 
$1000 for a single parent.  For married couples, state licensing 
requires us to train both parents.

Downey Side is one of the few adoption agencies in the USA 
actively recruiting families for youth 7 to 17 years old who need 
permanent homes.  Thanks to the many devoted Downey Side 
parents, over 6000 youth lingering in the foster care system have 
found  forever families.

The Downey Side story began in Springfield, Massachusetts in 
1967 when Father Paul Engel, O.F.M. Cap placed a seventeen-
year-old boy in the home of Margaret Downey.
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